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NOTES BY THE WAY 


mi markable article in 'Popular Astronomy, an 
wine, Mary E. Byrd expresses the opinion 
ing indifference to the stars í is 'deplorable 
à power of expression. It is quite true, 
the popular attitude towards the 
night skies was the only example of the 
re sadly realise, it is only one instance of 
of the general eye to the things of beauty and 
18. Miss Byrd makes an effective point in 
astronomy and a telescope are not in- 
ope is really a limiting instrument. It 
d w of only a relatively minute portion 
whereas the eyes take in at once a vast area 
1 uty „without isolating any part from the 
hole. MUS well says :— 
onderful view of the most powerful telescope 
cance when we look up and see, with no 
the glory of the whole heavens. 
1 be added, perhaps, that when humanity 
interested in some of the wonders of the 
ts own vision there will be less hostility to 
glorious worlds beyond the range of the 
tion. It will have done something to bridge 
reon the narrow interests of the personal life 


tions, a Theosophical Book of Devotion in- 

E. for Meditations, by Hermann Rudolph 
Publishing Society, 3s. nel), is a small 
's s ed, as the author tells us, to give an answer 
tion, "What must I do to arrive at the Self- 
Truth (Uheosophy)!' It consists for the 
f invocations to Parabrahm and to Atma, 
rather too declamatory in style quite to 
tle, ‘Meditations.’ It is a kind of Theosophical 
n some remarks at the end of the book we 
Mgninst the practice of occult exercises in 
een Such a practice may lead to 
black magic.’ The dry formalism of the 
n [dos set forth are characteristic of the 
ht to which the book belongs. It will 

to the type of mind for which it is 


" the current quarter fully maintains its 
ens with a poem by Mr. W. B. Yeats, 
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19, 1913. [a Newspaper.] Price TwOPENCE. 
“The Mountain Tomb,’ and amongst the more noteworthy 
articles are The Essence of Süfism' by Dr. R. A. Nicholson; 
“The Philosophy of the As Ii“ by the Editor, Mr. G. 
R. S. Mead; Rudolf Eucken and the Mystics’ by Dr. 
Meyrick Booth, and The Mystical Philosophy of Ancient 
China’ by Mr. L. Cranmer Byng. There is also a story by 
Mr. Algernon Blackwood in whieh an occult theme is 
handled with the skill and insight characteristic of his 
work. In his able diseussion of the affinities of. Eucken's 
philosophy with mystical doctrines Mr. Booth strikes an 
increasingly familiar note when he says :— 


It must be clear to all who follow the main tendencies of 
modern thought that there is to-daya broad stream of mysticism 
such as has not been seen for centuries. Men have revolted 
alike against the intolerable emptiness of scientific materialism 
and the fantastic conceptual structures of intellectualistic 
speculation. There is in progress a return towards the sources 
of spiritual life, a tendency to study inner inexperience, 


‘ Carnacki the Ghost-Finder,' by William Hope Hodgson, 
(Eveleigh Nash, 65.) is a book of ingeniously constructed 
episodes of occult interest. Carnacki is a ghost-hunter 
equipped with a knowledge of magical arts and their use 
in dealing with the grisly monsters that (for a certain type 
of minds) populate the invisible world. Mr. Hodgson is a 
skilful narrator and disguises his plots admirably. The 
explanations of the phenomena described are not always of 
a supernatural character, and when the secret is revealed — 
as in the story of ‘The Horse of the Invisible '—the reader 
is left in a state of astonishment. It seemed that there 
could be none but an occult explanation of the marvels 
described. The causes, however, are of a mixed nature, and 
even in this particular case the author is reluctant to part 
with his ghostly atmosphere and something in the back- 
ground is left unexplained. Carnacki is very much up-to- 
date in his theurgical appliances; for example, he employs 
an ‘electrical pentacle.’ This should be a painful idea to 
occultists who follow the old ritual. Witches riding on 
broomsticks are quite in the picture,’ but when they take 
to using aeroplanes their glory will depart. turned now 
to my camera,’ ‘I snapped off the flashlight —really now, 
these methods are much too modern. However, it is a 
book full of thrills, so we may forgive the recourse to 
the latest instruments of science. 


An interesting discussion has been in progress between 
Ellen Key, the distinguished Swedish writer and Mrs, 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, the American feminist 
philosopher, the subject being the place of woman in the 
life of the community. Ellen Key maintains that the 
entire activity of women in industrial life and the pro- 
fessions is not a normal and healthy one. It is the out- 
come of the need to earn a living or a’mere means of a self- 
expression adopted because the more natural planes of 
activity are closed by economic conditions. A woman's 
true vocation, she holds, is wifehood and motherhood. Mrs. 
Gilman, on the contrary, maintains that woman is rightly 
engaged in enlarging her sphere of action ; the world needs 
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her influence outside the home. Children, she contends, 
need not only the mother’s love but the care and service 
of others who are naturally endowed with qualities that 
enable them to train the child mind. In short, there 
are women with the talent of motherhood although them- 
selves childless, just as there are women who are mothers 
but who lack the full maternal instincts. We think Mrs. 
Gilman is right. The question needs to be handled in a 
large spirit. The maternal instinct is capable of great 
expansion, just as is the fraternal and the filial. There 
are wider impulses to service than those of blood kinship. 


Like his former book, ‘Superstition and Common Sense,’ 
which was published anonymously, Mr. B. H. Piercy's ' Facts 
and Fancies or Hallucinations’ (paper cover, Is. net, L. N. 
Fowler & Co, 7, Imperial Arcade, Ludgate Hill, E. C.) is 
characterised by a rather smart and here and there 
flippant style, his excuse for the flippancy being that ‘there 
are some matters so poignant that if one is forbidden to 
laugh, tears may take the place of laughter.“ Mr. Piercy is 
about equally dissatisfied with the explanations of things 
given on the one hand by materialistic science and, on the 

other, by orthodox religion with its claim to a special 
revelation. History, he declares, gives us no warrant for 
any such thing as aspecial revelation having ever occurred.’ 
It would be ‘quite out of keeping with the system the 
Deity apparently adopts, namely evolution.“ The spiritual 
world ‘finds it better policy to train their offspring blind- 
fold, for they thus get greater efforts from them.’ But 
though ‘scientifically, as the term is, we cannot prove that 
man maintains his individuality after death,’ we seem, in 
Mr. Piercy’s view, to have ‘very good grounds for believing 
that in a sense, and at any rate for a time, he does.’ 


We agree that the ‘policy of the spiritual world,’ or 
the wisest side of it, would be to check rather than excite 
such an undue interest in that world as would unfit us 
for the part we must play in this, and that this fact may 
furnish the key to some perplexing experiences. Mr. 
Piercy narrates a striking case in point which came under 
his direct cognizance. A bereaved husband sought to 
be satisfied of the continued existence of his wife. He 
obtained through several clairvoyants, and then through 
his own automatic writing, the assurance of this 
fact and of her unchanged affection, but when he 
endeavoured to press his inquiries further he was told to 
be satisfied. On persisting he got nonsensical answers and 
was oven made the victim of deceptive and teasing tricks, 
his murmurs being met by the communicating entities with 
a charge of ingratitude. Had they not helped his wife to 
show him that she was all right and happy? To be too 
sure of n spiritual existence tended, they said, to make a 
man neglect his earthly duties. Ile must not ask them to 
toll him things or help him directly, for that would be un- 
doing the good that earthly life was doing him. He must 
go back into the world and struggle on, but when at length 
he had played the game to the end, he would find many 
friends waiting for him on the other side. Meanwhile a 
sign would be given him from time to time that all had 

not been a fevered dream and that those in the spirit world 
had not altogether forgotten him.’ Mr. Piercy adds that 
this promise waa kopt, 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 


‘The Paychie Element in Folk-Lore’ was the title of an 
exceedingly interesting address given on Thursday evening, 
April TN Mr. Angus M ur, at the Salon of the Royal 
Society of British Artista to the Members and Associates of the 
Lor eris 


A report will shortly appear in 


EDGE. 


[April 19, 1912 
LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 
WrrncowE RkckrTION To Dm. J. M. Perunes 
On Wednesday next, the 23rd inst, nt 3 p.m., a Soctar 
GATHERING will be held at 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. Tea 
will be provided during the afternoon, and at 4 o'clock Mr, H, 
Withall, Vice-President, will welcome Dr. J. M. Peebles and his 
companion, Mr. R. P. Sudall, on their visit to London. Admis- 
sion: Members and Associates free; Visitors, 2s, each. No 


tickets required, 


A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance 
will be held in the SALoN or THE RovAL Socrery or British 
Artists, SUFFOLK-STREET, Pann Mart East (near the National 
Gallery), on 


THURSDAY EVENING NEXT, APRIL 247s, 
Waes AN ADDRESS WII BE GIVEN BY 
‘CHEIRO’ 

ON 
* HANDS OF FAMOUS PEOPLE. With Lantern 
Illustrations. 


The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the Address will be 
commenced punctually at 7.30. 


Admission by ticket only. Two tickets are sent to each 
Member, and one to each Associate, but both Members and 
Associates can have additional tickets for the use of friends on 
payment of Is. each. Applications for extra tickets, accompanied 
by remittance, should be addressed to Mr. E. W. Wallis, Hon. 
Secretary, 110, St. Martin's-lane, W.C. | 


The last meeting of the season will be held in the Saros 
or THE Royat Society or British Artists, Suffolk-street, 
Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the National Gallery), on Thursday 4 
evening, May 8th, when Miss Felicia Scatcherd will give an 
address on Psychophasms and Skotographs’: psychic pictures 
produced in darkness, 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN'8 LANE, W.C. 
For THE STUDY or PsycHicAL PHENOMENA. 


Cratrvoyance.—On Tuesday nert, April 22nd, Mrs. Mary 
Davies will give clairvoyant descriptions of spirit people at 3p.m., 
and no one will be admitted after that hour. Fee, Is, each to 
Associates; Members free; for friends introduced by them, 
28. each. 29th, Mrs. Cannock. 

Psycntc Cuass.—On Thursday nex, April 24th, at 5 p.m. 
prompt, Mrs. Beaurepaire, trance address and clairvoyant 
descriptions, 

FRIENDLY Intrercounse.—Members and Associates are 
invited to attend the rooms at 110, St. Martin’s-lane, on Friday 
afternoons, from 3 to 4, and to introduce friends interested 
in Spiritualism, for informal conversation, the exchange of 
experiences, and mutual helpfulness. 
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Perey R. Street, the healing medium, will attend between 
ll am. and 2 p.m., for diagnosis by a spirit control, magnetic 
healing, and delineations from the personal aura. 
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A series of Special Wednesday Afternoon Lectures will be 
delivered by Mrs Mary Seaton, at 110, St. Martin's-lane, at 
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Wednesday, April goth, on“ Marriage : or Ideal Mating.’ 
Wednesday, May 7h, on The Right and Wrong Uses of Psychic 
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Wed neaday, May 21st, on The Control of the Body ; or, Mental 
and Spiritual Healing.’ 

eday, May 28th, on ‘The Real and the Unreal ; or, The 
Unfolding Consciousness,’ 

r ADMISSION. le 

The Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance and Mrs. 
ary Seaton jointly invite Members of the Alliance to attend 
these meetings free of charge. 


THE VOICE PHENOMENA. 


Convincing EvipENCE or Sriur Reruns. 


By James COATES. 


(Continued from page 173.) 


MONY OF Mr. James Coares—(Continued). 


out of the darkness and close to me, said ; ‘ How 
T ‘Well, friend, who are you?’ I asked. ‘I 

am glad you have been able to come.’ 

' said Mrs, Coates, 

[rs, Coates’ astonishment, the voice, instead of 

umed over a stanza of ‘Gentle Annie ':— 

| we never more behold thee, 

hear thy winning voice again?’ 

ow strange, mother! You never saug 

g the little ones.’ To this the answer came: 

Don't you remember you used to sing 

nother, I used to sing it, because I liked 

1 glad, mother dear, you are able to 
Ves, Jessie, I am.’ ‘You did not 


on earth ?? No, I did not? Does it 
)w you ean come back ?' *Yes I will 


| abruptly. 

vas anticipating further conversation, 
pointed, but as other voices appeared 
we had to be content. Except that 
of Mrs. Coates’ mother (the late Mrs. 
le statement as to the song was correct, 
establish identity. Mrs. Anderson has 
ler modes, and we may reasonably conjecture 
this method to make her presence known. 


is tapped on the head, not by the trumpet, 
to arrest, iny attention. The touch was 
caressing. A voice came close to me and 
ne and expression it was not unlike the 
I f my father, who passed into the unseen 

ars ago. Mrs. Coates, the only one 
who had met my father in life, also 
tsaid : ‘James.’ Although I knew, I was 
ed, ‘ What James?’ ‘I am your father, was 
‘Tam delighted you have been able to come.’ 
I am glad to see Jessie and you so happy 


atural statement. Although I am in my 
sharacteristic of my father that he should 
is an Irish term of endearment, and its 


ian appeared on the surface. 
might have been otherwise. You know I 


as taken you from hell to heaven, James.’ 
She has done a great deal to help me 
tes in my investigations“ Jessie has 
| & great moral support to you.’ 

call me Jessie?’ Ves, I do, dear. Why 
ng daughter, and very good to my boy, 
fim?’ ‘He is quite well.“ ‘That is well. 
This was promised. 

hat while the intelligence in many cases 
ally aware of what was taking place in 
conversation should take the homely 
o old friends meeting after a long 
vho had never seen my son—used the 
correspondence, * How is Jim!“ 

f a private character, I remarked : 

were, father, before you left us.’ 

ompt and correct reply, ‘but you 


do not think so, father“ Ves, 
than I EE You will live till 
ood work.“ 


pe 


a 
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I suppose this was a well-meant suggestion, both for work 
and for life, 


It will be interesting to see how this works out. 


I then said: ' We are glad to have been able to give you 
this opportunity. Do you believe in this now ?’ ie, in spirit- 
return. Yes, James, I do. I used to think you were going to 
the devil.’ ‘I know you thought so. But you were always kind 
and considerate, Tam glad yon now know this to be true, Did 
you know that Aunt Ellen came?’ Ves, James. Ellen is with 
me, and he added, to my astonishment, * Hambledon is here,’ 

Had my father said that Isabella, or Charles, or Richard, or 
Eleanor was present, I could have understood, but Hambledon |’ 
I said * I have heard of him.“ 

Mrs. Coates, alluding to some statements made by a relative, 
said, ‘ You mean your relative Lord Hamilton!“ ““ Hambledon.” 
That is the Irish way.’ 

To me the voice said; ‘The gentleman wants to speak to 
you, Good-bye, Jessie; good-bye, James. God bless you both. 

While I was thinking over this puzzle Dr. Sharp’ cried out, 
‘ Hambledon and Hamilton are the same, adding Lady Coates 
is here.’ This again was curious, T replied, “I never heard of 
her! ‘Dr. Sharp’ insisted : ‘Lady Hambledon is here. She 
was known and talked of in the family as “ Lady Coates"! 

As there were other voices speaking to sitters I did not press 
the matter further and neither Hambledon nor Lady Coates’ 
addressed us. My attitude, I admit, was not favouzable. 


Whether the name was in the atmosphere or not, certainly 
once or twice at this very séance ‘Dr. Sharp’ called my wife 
‘Lady Coates“ I have tried to get at what the intelligences 
desired to convey. One thing is certain, the mention of this 
out-of-the-way name was remarkable. ‘The medium could not 
know of such a person, much less that the Hambledons and the 
Hamiltons were connected. I did not know at the time, neither 
did Mrs, Coates, nor did I think of the name till it was 
mentioned, 

I wrote subsequently to an. elder brother, and also to a sole 
surviving aunt—an old lady over ninety. The latter tells me 
that a sister of her great-grandmother was married to Mr. 
Hambledon, a linen merchant in Derry. Thus by marriage 
there was a Hambledon in the family. My brother told meof a 
conversation my father had with the father of the late Duke 
of Abercorn, when the latter, seeing the fob-signet seal 
worn by my father, explained the connection between 
the Irish Hambledons and the Scotch Hamiltons, and 
as regards the signet which my father wore, and which I 
had often seen, I learned for the first time that the ‘J. C. (under 
the crest), which I always thought stood for James Coates, was 
in reality ‘H.’ for Hambledon, to whom that seal in the first 
instance belonged. It had been handed down, and was worn by 
my grandfather and father, and is now in the possession of my 
sister in London. I find from my inquiries that the portrait 
of Barbara Kirkland (Lady Hambledon—so-called) is at present 
in my brother's, A. T. Coates’, home in Liverpool. Hambledon — 
I have been informed—was knighted subsequently to his wife's 
death, and she had been spoken of as Lady Hamilton“ in the 
family. 


Mrs. Wriedt: ‘There is a gentleman present. He has a 
limp in his walk, and looks like a minister. I think he is for 
Mr. Coates.’ 

A voice, which appeared to come from the centre of the 
room, said : “I'am the Rev. David Macrae.’ I said, We met, 
friend, on several occasions long ago, but I am surprised al this 
visit. You were so opposed to anything like this!“ 

The voice, which was very like that of Mr. Macrae, said : ‘I 
was not a Spiritualist, and believed you were wrong and held 
that Spiritualism was doing a great amount of harm.’ That is 
correct,’ I replied. The voice went on to say: ‘I opposed it, 
and rightly so, to be honest to my sincere convictions. I gave 

some attention to the subject, conversed with several Spirit- 
ualists and attended a few lectures I was not convinced. I 
had learned nothing to move me from the position which I held 
to be true regarding the impenitent and the state of the saved.’ 

* You held that the Scriptures taught the destruction of the 
wicked, and conferred immortality, as the gift of God, on the 
righteous only,’ I said. ‘Yes, but [know now that Spiritualism 
is true. I thought I was liberal in religious thought, but was 
wrong in my assumptions,’ 

* You know that spirit communion is a fact?“ 
and demands most thoughtful study,’ was the reply. 

Mrs. Coates; ‘Do you remember me“ ‘Yes’ ‘Do you 
remember when I refused to let you mesuerise my sister!“ * Yes. 


It is a fact 
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You were quite right. It was your mother's wish.’ This was 
correct, and referred to an incident in Mrs. Coates’ school days. 

Have you controlled Mrs. Coates at any time ?' I asked. 
Several times,’ was the reply. 

There were other statements made, indicating that rectitude 
and sympathy were more important in life than doctrinal 
domination. 

Mra, Coates : Have you met your old friend the Rev. Fergus 
Ferguson, D. P.“ There was no reply. Possibly the power was 
exhausted in giving by ‘direct voice the foregoing fairly con- 
nected statoment given as to his views, and their modifications 
as far as the possibility of spirit communion is concerned. 

The Rev. David Macrae was in his time a noted divine in 
Scotland, possessing liberal and progressive ideas. In a heresy 
hunt he was banished from the United Presbyterian Church for 
throwing over the dogma of ' Everlasting Damnation,’ still so 
dear to the unco guid, He certainly did not believe in Spirit- 
valivm. Spoerin' th' speerits' was but an unholy revival of 
an ancient abomination. He knew many Spiritualists, granted 
their intelligence and sincerity, but thought that at best they were 
hallucinated, and at worst were victims of fraud, His visit was 
as unexpected as it was convincing. Mrs. Wriedt could have 
known neither his views nor that Mrs. Coates or myself had 
ever anything to do with this intrepid and courageous minister 
of Christ, for whom his brethren ‘groaned in spirit’ as being 
'unsound in fundamentale. 
(To be continued.) 


THE GENEVA CONGRESS. 


Mr. Hanson G. Hey, secretary of the National Union of 
Spiritualists, informs us that he has been in correspondence with 
the Polytechnic Touring Association, 309, Regent-street, with 
reference to arrangementa for British Spiritualists to go to 
Geneva to attend the Universal Congress which is to be held in 
that city at Whitsuntide. A Polytechnic party will leave 
London at 9 pan, on Friday night, May 9th, travelling eia Dover- 
Calais ronte, of which Spiritualists can avail themselves. Basle 
will be reached about noon on Saturday, and Geneva at 7.30 p.m- 
Accommodation will be had at the Metropole for six days, 
including meat breakfast, evening dinner, bed, lights and 
attendance, Visitors get lunch where they happen to be. 
Return on the Friday following, reaching London early on the 
Saturday morning. Arrangements have been made for those 
who are unable to leave Londoa on the Friday evening to follow 
on the Saturday at 2.20 pm. Those who wish to leave Geneva 
a day earlier and have a day and night in Paris can arrange to 
do s», Fares from London to London: Third class England, 
second class Continent, and six days hotel, as above, £7 7s. 
inclusive, Country friends can get a ticket from home to 
London, available for forty-five days, at a fare and a third when 
booking for the tour. Will those who intend going kindly seud 
early intimation to Mr. Hey at 30, Glen Terrace, Clover Hill, 
Halifax, as he is trying to secure reserved compartments, and 
mention the Spiritualist National Union when booking tickets 
from the Polytechnic. 

The Congress will be opened on Saturday, May 10th, at 
3 pm., and a conference will be held at 8 o'clock. On Sunday, 
the Lith, meetings will be held at 9.30 a.m. 2 p.m., and at 

8 o'clock a banquet will be offered to the official delegates by 
the Society of Psychic Studies of Geneva. Meetings will be 
held on Monday at 9,30 am., and at Zand pm. On Tuesday, 
at 8.30 am., the final questions will be dealt with and the 

closed, and at 230 p.m. an excursion will be made to 
the Saldve, at the invitation of the Geneva society. Members 
of the Congress can help in the net cost of the banquet and the 


The subjects for discussion are ; Saturday (a), * The Place of 

im the Religious Evolution of Humanity.’ Sunday 

(b), ‘The Practice of Mediumship.’ Monday (9, ‘The Spirit- 

valit Press“ On Tuesday there will be a general discussion, 

and those who so desire can visit the studio of the celebrated 
painting medium, Hélène Smith. 

Tt is hoped that there will be a good British representation. 
‘The London Spiritual Alliance will be represented by Mr. 
E. W. Wallis Hon. Sec, anl Editor of Haun, and the 
National Union of Spiritualists by Mr. Hanson G. Hey. 
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REMARKABLE EXPERIENCES OF THE 
REV. C. L. TWEEDALE, 


From time to time during the past few years we have 
printed in ‘Licur’ interesting particulars of remarkable 
happenings at a vicarage in the North of England, but we did 
not mention the name of our contributor for obvious reasons 
Now, however, that the fact that the Rev. Charles L. Tweedale, 
the Vicar of Weston, is a Spiritualist has been made public, we 
shall not be divulging any secret when we mention that the 
communications referred to were sent us by Mr. Tweedale. In 
a statement to the Press, which appeared in The Wharle 
dale and Airedale Observer’ on the 4th inst, Mr. Tweedale 
defends himself from the statements which have been made 
regarding him, and in it he says :— 


I have never heard but one person object to my allusion to 
spiritual verities, and this person was notoriously opposed to the 
whole subject. On the other hand, I have known many come 
to my church for instruction and information concerning these 
things. During the last few days I have received shoals of 
letters of encouragement and sympathy from all quarters, Last 
Sunday I preached to representatives of the Press, who after. 
wards informed me that in their opinion I had, in my sermon, 
absolutely justified myself regarding the matter of spiritual 
teaching, and if anyone took objection to preaching of that kind, 
it must be due to ignorance. 

The description of our occasional psychical research investi- 
gations given by the people's warden to the interviewer is a 
ridiculous travesty. So far from being slightly interested, he 
took the keenest interest in the subject, in addition to sitting at 
my table, as guest, for months. He was not the first to 
request the date of the coin, as he states. Some of the 
phenomena took place in a good light from a lamp, and under 
test conditions, with everyone keenly on the alert. The attempt 
is made to suggest fraud, and that the thing was not genuine, 
but, unfortunately for this case of ‘suggestio falsi, very many 
extraordinary manifestations have taken place in broad day- 
light, and full lamp-light, in the presence of several witnesses, 
and of such a nature as to exclude all possibility of either fraud 
or delusion. The falling of the coins may seem incredible to 
those who have no knowledge of the subject, but this incident 
is a trifle compared to what we have all seen and heard 
scores of times. I myself have seen, in my own house, and in 
the presence of two other persons, heavy articles shoot out from 
remote and distant corners of a brilliantly lighted room, high 
up, close to the ceiling, with no one standing within four yards 
of the place, and I have scen the articles dash across the long 
room as though shot from a catapult, and then drop with a 
resounding erash upon the floor. In broad daylight metal 
articles have come floating down in the air, with the tremulous 
motion of a leaf falling on a summer breeze, in the presence of 
more than one observer. 

In broad daylight several observers have repeatedly placed 
a light papier-máché tray upon the mantelpiece, and then 
reti toa distance and watched it rise in the air and dash 
across the room, no one approaching it. In a good light several 
observers standing upon the hearthrug of my dining-room have 
seen the chairs, commencing with the heavy arm-chair and ending 
with the smaller arm-chair, all roll over on to their backs one 
after the other, no one touching them or being near them. The 
casual reader may ask the old question, cui bono— what is the 
use of such manifestations? And the reply is: to prove that 
4 spirit is not merely ‘an immaterial entity’ leading some kind 
of vaporous, nebulous, infinite existence, but a definite being, 
capable of using and entering into definite relations with 
matter—(eide Acts xii., v. 7 and 10; Luke xxiv., v. 42 and 44, 

also 30 and 31)—and that the life which awaits us on the other 
side is ag real and natural as this though of a different nature. 
I mention these things because ridicule is thrown upon the 
coming of the coins. (A case of the spiritual sending, of 
providing, of a coin, will be found in the Bible, in Matthew 
xvii, v. 27.) All these, however, though wonderful, are the 
werest trifles in comparison with the wonders we have seen and 
heard. It is quite true that we have been the fortunate re- 
cipients for some years past of a series of manifestations entirely 
spontaneous and unsought, of a tenfold more wonderful nature 
than those which, in the year 1716, occurred in Epworth 
Parsonage, in Lincolnshire, in the family circle of the Rev. 
Charles Wesley, Rector of Epworth, and which are known to 
have deepened and most powerfully increased John Wesley's 
convictions concerning the reality of the spiritual world. Daring 
the last few years we have experienced practically the whole 
range of spiritual or psychical phenomena, aud these marvels 
have come spontaneously and unsought. The most wonderful 
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of all have taken place either in broad daylight, or full lamp- 
light, spontaneously and unsought, in the presence of several 
Witnesses, and the whole form such cumulative proof as to make 
conviction certain, and fraud or illusion impossible. We have 
had materialisations, the direct voice sounding throughout the 
house and going from room to room, constant displacement of 
furniture, in some cases seen to move and overthrow 

of itself, hundreds of volleys of bell-ringing, the booming of 
heavy belle like church bells in the house (there are no church 
bells within a mile-and-a-quarter), loud crashes and vibra- 
tions which have shaken the rooms and floors (ride Acts iv., 31), 
sores of apparitions of men, women, and children, also the 
apparition of a lady accompanied by a dog (both deceased some 
r$), and seen in broad daylight by several observers—the dog 

on se occasions, nearly always in broad daylight, and both 
lady and dog recognised— columns of fire up to the ceiling, 
of fire, star-like lights and flashes, figures of men 
ring out of columns of light, and again dissolving into 
Is of light, the cloud then passing up through the 
messages, consolations, warnings, by the direct voice 
ught ; things moving of themselves, marvellous singing 
wing manifestations at the moment of the death of a 


themselves ; scores of articles thrown, hands melting 
ie grip when seized. These, and a score of other types 
ations, have occurred month after month, in the 
‘of successive witnesses, and all unsought ; they have 
mselves. Wedid not begin to investigate psychically 

id gone on for a very long time. We have had 

l evidence during these investigations, but not one- 
“marvellous as those which have come in broad 
pontaneously and unsought. I believe there is a 
hem, and I thank God for them, and esteem the 
inestimable privilege. My earnest prayer is 
ces may be continued, may become even more 
nay redound to the glory of God. The first out- 
onders was that I was compelled to study the 
d the result of that was my book, * Man's Survival 
The Other Side of Life,’ published by Grant 
erhaps those who do me the honour to read this, 
ence, will also, for their own enlightenment, read my 
then introduce it to their friends. What I teach, and 
eve, is set forth there with no uncertain voice. Some 
nces are related therein, but the bulk of them will 
er date, form the subject of another work of 


Rev. W. Boyd-Carpenter sometime Bishop of 
dent of the Society for Psychical Research last 
the meeting of the British Association for the 
Science, recently held in Bradford, he said in 
Ve stand on the threshold of a new era by tlie 
rch of God nobler than the world has ever seen, 
arge wide ranges of knowledge shall be brought 
jus hope that the Church will seize the oppor- 
When will the modern Church claim her 
| powers? When will she understand St. Paul's 
‘the Corinthians, XXII. and XIV. At present 
knows nothing about them. I have devoted my 
tter, and am prepared, ‘in season and out of 
tify to the ‘Communion of Saints, the Resurrection 
body, and the life everlasting.’ 

y ese days has practically lost all knowledge 
enomena, and has to rely on accounts of the 
rom two thousand to four thousand years ago. 
ing of the real Communion of Saints such as the 
Apostles knew. Unless she quickly claims her 
ze of spiritual phenomena, she will be outclassed 
spiritualadvance. Already, owing to her apathy, 
ning evidence and testimony to the reality of 
is coming, not from the churches, not from 
rs of the gospel, with a few exceptions which 
1l on the fingers of one hand, but from the 
and the scientist. 


! ] 
eh 


LIN WALES.—At a well-attended Conference of 
fitualists at Cardiff on Sunday, April 6th, a 
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ON THE ‘UP GRADE. 


So many persons are giving way to pessimistic fear-thoughts 
that it is good to have an optimistic view of the changes that are 
going on around us. J. B., in The Christian World,’ says :— 


The things which are going out are the bad ones, and 
the things which are coming on are the good ones. War is going, 
cruelty is going, the cult of falsehoods is going. But see what is 
coming! Right amid the ages of violence, the ferocious bar- 
barism of ancient man, in the very midst of all this, there 
appeared the tender plant of the spiritual culture. There grew 
in some elect hearts and minds the sense of love, of brotherhood, 
of purity, of righteousness, of eternal justice. There they were, 
faint and feeble ideas, unclad, unarmed, with no battalions as 
their allies, no strength from sword anl gun. In their 
nakedness these ideas were set upon, battered, bruised, 
trampled under the iron forces of the world. The men 
who held them were unarmed ; had nothing to fight with 
but their souls; And yet amid all the wars and tumults, 
amid all the wrecks and catastrophes, these things have sur- 
vived ; are here to-day, growing from more to more, their 
prospect secure, their victory certain. This is not rhetoric ; it 
is the simple fact, for anyone to see who will look. 

Religion, ridding itself of its illusions, founding itself anew 
on the facts of man’s spiritual nature and destiny, claiming for 
itself all the true as well as all the good—pausing for a time, 
though it may be now, as often before, that it may better 
realise itself—is as safe, as abiding in its possession, as the 
eternity to which it belongs. 

The greatest of all questions of survival is that of the sur- 
vival of man after death. Everybody, materialists and idealists 
alike, believes in the indestractibility of matter. You may 
change it infinitely, but annihilate it never. If that is true of 
matter, be sure it is of spirit, The change here will be accord- 
ing to the laws of spirit. The beetle's soul will not be destroyed 
any more than its body. But its change, its future, will be 
according to the size and quality of its soul. That will find 
its place somewhere. The change in the man’s soul will also be 
according to its size and quality. And that is exactly what 
religion has taught from the beginning. 


BETTER THAN SCOLDING. 


Not only teachers of troublesome children, but parents also, 
may find it worth while to try the experiment suggested by Mr 
Edward B. Warman, A. M., in a recent issue of The Nautilus’ 
He says :— 


I claim that the most unruly pupil in school may be governed 
psychologically—that is, without the necessity of the teacher 
speaking a word. This is done by holding the thought for the 
child as if it were % thought, holding it in firs person singular. 
. . As a practical application, I give herewith but one of 
hundreds of successful experiments—not by myself, but by 
a member of one of my classes A teacher in one of the public 
schools on this Western coast told me of her first experiment 
with one particular pupil—the worst in her school—one who 
never obeyed her cheerfully, If she asked him t clean the 
blackboard, he would do so in a sullen manner, make all the 
dust possible, and drop the eraser as often as he thought would 
be within the limit of his personal comfort. One afternoon, 
near the time of closing, she put her instruction into practice. As 
she sat at her desk she held this thought, mentally, oa him, over 
him, for him: ‘Please may I clean the boani?’ Thought 
travels with lightning speed between subjective minds, but does 
not always rise above the threshold of consciousness as quickly 
as in this case ; for, almost instantly, to the great surprise of the 
teacher, the boy raised his hand and voiced her mental sentence : 
* Please may I clean the board!’ This being voluntary, appa- 
rently, to him, he did the work willingly and cheerfully ; in 
fact, it was not work for him now, but pleasure. Besides, he 
did not make any unnecessary dust, and he seemed to have a 
much better gripon the eraser. He left the school with a smile 
instead of the usual frown, and there was established then and 


there a more harmonious relationship between teacher and pupil, 
and all without a word. 


"THE Evidence for Authentic Transmutations’ was the title 
of an interesting address by Mr. Gaston De Mengel = n the 11th 
insL, delivered to the members and friends of the Alchemical 
Society at the International Club, Regent-street. The lecture 
was well discussed, the chairman (Mr. H. Stanley Redgrove, 
BSc, F. C. S.) taking à rather agnostic attitude. A full report 
will appear in the April issue of the ‘Journal’ of the society. 
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A LETTER AND A REPLY. 


We are asked to reply in these columns to a letter from 
a friend and supporter of our cause, who puts forward some 
objections based on the scarcity of evidences. 

We have dealt with such questions as he raises on pre- 
vious occasions, but although to refer him to past issues of 
‘Licur’ would be a simple course for us, it might not be 
a satisfactory one to him, so for his benefit and that of 
others with similar difficulties we return to the subject 
once more. 

To commence, then, be confesses to disappointment 
with Spiritualism : ‘it seems (like all religions) to demand 
faith, and not to give proof.’ Something on what 
ir seen iy Tet: Jf he means proof of the e existence of 
a force in Nature that can move objects without physical 
contact, and reveal the existence ig apart from 
the physical brain—well, that has been proved over and 

7 
are 
and sufficient reasons—ao public and * once 
were. It was once only necessary to procure admission to 
one of the many cireles in which the phenomena were dis- 
played—no very difficult matter as a rule—and the in- 
quirer got, if not absolute proof, at least enough to con- 
vinee him that no empty claims had been put forward. 
Then abuses crept in. The circles were invaded by crowds 
of undesirables— phenomena hunters, medium baiters, open 
or secret enemies, intent—for their own ends—on bringing 
the subject into disrepute. Sinister psychical conditions 
were introduced, the became confused, seeming 
at times to hover on the borderland between the real and 
the counterfeit, and sometimes passing completely over to 
the spurious side. The genuine mediums—imost of them 
sensitive, highly strung, unsophisticated people—suffered 


exposed 

. 
Spiritualist is a better expert on his subject than the 
— corurr. But the physical phenomena did 

not ; they ‘ retired to private life, sò to speak. 
Tha earnest and judicious experimenters formed their 
own private cireles, developed their own mediams, looked 
askance at investigators from without, and let the world go 
by. And then, having, like the base Judean,’ thrown a 
pearl away, the frivolous. crowd of curiosity-seekers 
{amongst whom we do not clas: our correspondent) lifted 
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providence of life it was doubtless a good thing. But in 
the meantime the ‘true men’ had been at work recording 
and classifying the phenomena, and their records remain, 
But all this did not mean the eclipse of mediumship on 
its higher side. Clairvoyance, trance-speaking, telepathy, 
automatism, and psychometry went on from more to more. 
But they remained a good deal under tho old cloud, and 
their followers were left to struggle against the difficulties 
resulting from ignorance of the mental conditions involved, 
Clear and indubitable proofs of spirit action were mingled 
with much that was at best doubtful. The craven-spirited 
and the time servers deserted and left the men of courage 
and purpose to fight—a winning battle. For the battle is 
being won. The truth of the spiritual nature of man i: 
sharing the destiny of truth everywhere—it is coming 
uppermost, The world must have it in one form or 
another. The last few years bave witnessed the shattering 
of old dogmas concerning the nature of matter and the 
limits of scientific possibility, the rise of Bergson with his 
spiritual idea of life—received as a new gospel—the cordial 
reception of Eucken and his doctrines, and the revival of 
Mysticism. 
And now to pass to another count in the indictment. 
Our visitors from the other world might, an they would 
(or could), aid us in a variety of ways, and incidentally 
afford us world-wide proof by revealing scientific facts, 
which we have now to discover by long and painful 
research. 
malarial fever was carried by mosquitoes, and thus have 
saved countless lives.’ They might have told us that 
Peary had discovered the North Pole, and of the fate of the 
heroic Scott party in the Antarctic regions. And appar- 
ently they did not. But why draw the line at these 
things! They might, on the hypothesis (not a sound one, 
by the way) that they are vastly superior to us in 
knowledge and intensely interested in this world, 
reveal all the secrets of life, and then there would be 
no particular reason for our being on earth at all. 
The boys in the upper form having handed the ‘key’ 
and the answers to the examination papers to the boys in 
the lower class, the juniors would soon polish off their 
lessons—but they would not have learned much! We 
have every sympathy with our correspondent’s difficulties 
they are natural enough, and show a praiseworthy dis. 
position not to be satisfied with little. But we think the 
world’s affairs are ordered by a higher wisdom than his 
or ours. 
The facts of Spiritualism have been proved a thousand 
times over, and they are still susceptible of fresh demon- 
stration. But we cannot produce phenomena at will, or 
direct the forms they shall take. We can only provide 
the conditions and study the laws under which they occur, 
of which as yet we know very little. What we do know 
is that tbe control and manipulation of material objects is 
nol the most natural expression of the presence and powers 
of spiritual beings. It occurs frequently enough, not only 
in cireles, but in the numerous cases of psychic phenomena 
at large recorded in history, and still from time to time 
reported in the Press. There have been examples quite re- 
cently. Some of them are amazing and significant enough 
to attract the serious attention of the world at large. But 
they do not. The public read, gasp their wonder (or 
incredulity), express an opinion or develop a theory, and 
then forget all about it. Precisely the sume fate would 
attend the psychical transit of a newspaper from 
London to New York under test conditions. It would 


‘They might have told us years ago that 


up their voices in lamentation over the dearth of wonders. mean a column or soin the papers, and a ‘nine days 
We, too, regretted that for evidential purposes they were wonder, during which most of the conversation would 
no longer so accessible as of old, although the reason was turn on the question of how it was worked.“ It would be 
plainly apparent, amd we bad to acknowledge that iu the merely a ‘clever fake to most of the populace. Aud in 
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a month it would be forgotten. For people, as a rule, 
where they are not afraid of the subject, are not interested 
in it. They have (they believe) more important matters to 
attend to, and indeed they are really more important—to 
most people. But there is an increasing number of think- 
ing persons who are interested, who see the tremendous 
r nifi of the subject, aud it is with these people we 
‘are concerned. We do not mind their criticism or their 
-objetions— we rather welcome them. For if our truth 
in be exploded by rigid scrutiny, then it is not a truth, 
we can bestow our labours more profitably elsewhere. 
e have no qualms—every new development of 
ght, every extension of view adds to our certitude. 
even content to be laughed at, feeling assured that 
end we shall be amongst those who laugh the 
because they laugh last. 


SPIRITUAL EMANCIPATION BY THE 
ELIMINATION OF FEAR, 


By E. W. Wattis. 
(Continued from page 177.) 


len we extend our range of vision and look at life as a 
hall include, not exclude. We shall then take in the 
ol nature and recognise that we are progressive 
ts of the living God. We shall realise that 
s beyond the incident of death ; that the law 
ires the preservation of identity, the mainten- 
al consciousness and the retention by us of all 
„insights and understandings fur use on that 
to which we are alltending. In other words, 
the shock of death, and the consequences of 
ons and loves—wrong or right—alfect us and 
enlarge our sphere of operations, to decrease or 
pleasure, to render us unfit or increasingly 
life. We must recognise that the law of 
‘of action, of triumph, of ascent not fall, of 
of order and wholesomeness, of use and 
mdon the idea that ‘man was made to 
world is ‘a vale of tears,’ that the ideal 
| self-surrender and dependence, and that man 

Lof and saved from the difficulties of life by 
ention. Since all experience tends to 
te us, if we desire to learn, the purpose of 
to be that we shall grow in self-knowledge 
oldment and the exercise of our powers in 
es to the world, not only attain to self-fulfilinent 
h the Divine mind and purpose by contributing 
eam of tendency that makes for righteous- 
* so, surely our attitude should be confident, 
Just as the healthy child experiences the 
ng and abandons itself to the delights of 

mere pleasure of being alive, so the 
man thrills with the joyous consciousness 
tar of successfully living his life. 
he fulfils the law. He knows that only by 

che divine Right can true liberty and 
T 


| suuunit you may not attain, 
ose which you may not yet achieve, 
| will wait serenely, and believe 
g loss is but a step to gain. 


" most desire awaits your word; 
e door and bid it enter in. 
vi 


i sti È 
ing din 
are possible to God’s own kin.* 
—(Applause.) 
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When I chose my subject I thought that 1 would introduce 
to your notice two American books, written by Mr. Horace 
Fletcher, entitled ‘Menticulture; or, The A B C of True 
Living, and ‘Happiness, as Found in Forethought minw 
Fearthought.’ Mr. Fletcher says ;— 

The theory that I have built up is based on a proper estima- 
tion of the limitations of mental weaknesses, a discovery that 
they have roots, and also that they can be “pulled up by the 
roots’ and disposed of like any other weeds, only that the task, 
being mental and not physical, can be more easily performed. 

Here, I think, the author is rather too sanguine; the task 

may have been an easy one to him, but I have found it more 
difficult than he suggests, and others to whom I have sought to 
propound his theory, and who haye tried it, more or less 
earnestly, have been compelled to admit that they, too, have 
found it no easy matter to root out fear—to banish fear-thoughts 
from their minds and install in their stead the strong affirmative 
thoughts which make worry and fear impossible. Mr. Fletcher 
tells how one day, when Professor Fenoloso had been enlarging 
on the wonderful degree of culture and self-control attained by 
some of his Japanese friends, he begged the professor to tell him 
the process of his discipline. In reply, he was informed that, 
asa start, so that he might begin to grow, he must get rid of 
anger and worry” But, said Mr. Fletcher, is that possible!“ 
“Yes, replied the professor, ‘it is possible to the Japanese, and 
ought to be possible to us“! Startled by this suggestion, Mr. 
Fletcher pondered over it until it grew into the question: II 
it is possible to get rid of anger and worry, why is it necessary 
to have them at al! 7’ He decided that it was not necessary, and 
he says, ‘From the instant I realised that these cancer spots of 
worry and anger were removable they left me. With the dis- 
covery of their weakness they were exorcised. From that time 
life has had an entirely changed aspect.’ It took him some 
months to feel absolute security in his new position ; but as the 
usual occasions for anger and worry presented themselves over 
and overagain without those feelings being excited, he no longer 
dreaded them or guarded against them, and was amazed at the 
increased energy and vigour of his mind—at his strength to 
meet situations of all kinds, aud his disposition to love and 
appreciate everything. The world became good to him. But, 
he says, ‘I am sure the change is not so much in the world as in 
me. Ihave become, as it were, sensitive only to the rays of 
good, as some photographic filins of recent invention are sensi- 
tive only to certain single-coloured rays of light.’ 

To illustrate his position Mr. Fletcher says :— 

Without the slightest feeling of annoyance or impatience, I 
have seen a train that I had planned to take with a good deal 
of interest and pleasurable anticipation, move out of a station 
without ime, because my luggage did not arrive. The porter 
from the hotel came running and panting into the station just 
as the train pulled out of sight. When he saw me he looked 
as if he feared a scolding, and began to tell of being blocked in 
a crowded street and unable to get ont. When he had finished 
I said to him, It doesn’t matter at all, you couldn't help it, so 
we will try it again to-morrow. Here is your fee, I am sorry 
you had all this trouble in earning it.’ The look of surprise 
that came over his face was so filled with pleasure that I was 
repaid on the spot for the delay in my departure. Next day he 
would not accept a cent for the service, and he and [ are friends 
for life. 

Here is another instance: 

A young man whose employer, a publisher, was alllicted with 
the fuss-and-fret habit, unconsciously contracted the disease. 
His former robust good health gave way to languor that induced 

dyspepsia and other contingent disorders, until suicide stared 
him in the face and haunted his dreams Someone suggested 
that worry and anger were the causes of his ill-health and un- 
happiness. This led him, with bis systematic business habits, 
to keep a careful record of the instances when worry made its 
predictions to see if they were true or false. At the end of a 
month he found that only three per cent. of the predictions 
Were even remotely realised. 

In his second work, Mr. Fletcher says :— 

More than forty years of observation, and upwards of three 
years of study, analysis and arrangement with a fixed purpose, 
have enabled me to suggest changes of attitude towards the pro- 
Dlems of life that have not failed to bring more or less strength 
aud happiness to all who have adopted them. The underlying 
cause of all weakness and unhappiness in man, beredity and 
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environment to the contrary notwithstanding, lins always been, 
and is still, weak-halit-of-thought. This is proven by the observed 
Instances in which strong-halit-of-thought has invariably made its 
possessors superior to heredity, to environment, to illness, and to 
wenk nesses ofall kinda, and has redeemed them from non-success 
and misery to the enjoyment of success, honour, and happiness 
It has also been proved that none are so ill-favoured as to be 
exempt from regeneration by the influence of optimistic think- 
ing, and none so plain, nor even so ugly, as judged by the 
world's standards of beauty, but that the radiance of pure thought 
will make them more beautiful. Happiness is not dependent 
upon wealth, and wealth does not necessarily bring happiness, 
but both are dependent upon good-hahit-of-thought; for good- 
habit-of-thoaght develops appreciation, which is the measure of 
all wealth, and appreciation leads to the halit-of-feeling and the 
halit-of-action, which produce happiness. Notwithstanding the 
admonitions of great teachers and the lessons taught by all of 
Nature's processes of growth, especially the teachings of later 
evolution; fear—fear of death, fear of disaster, fear of 
non-attainment, fear of non-preferment, and fear of the 
things that never happen as feared, and the anger and 
worry growing out of these fears—have been looked upon 
a» afflictions necessary to humanity, repressible only during 
life, and eradicable only at the change called death. I have 
demonstrated beyond the possibility of doubt that the fear element 
CAN be eliminated out of forethought as soon as ul becomes evident 
that it is unnecessary, parable, and eliminable, and that the energy 
and desire for progress and growth are beautifully stimulated ns 
the result of ita elimination, 

If conditions are intelligently arranged most men will 
ved mould themselves into good men to fit conditions. We 
should afford leisure to give attention to the Higher Self, and in 
wo doing realise that man is not simply the highest among animals 
but is endowed with divine possibilities, and that the power to 
realise these potentialities resides within. When this ix recog- 
nised it will no longer be respectable to display ouly animal 
characteristics, 


is not like a fone ples rari ga 
mood which we work ourselves into for the sake of talking 
beautifully or making a prayer. It is and must be a habit of 
be inspired by a d 
a of uncompromising consecration to 
love and service. As you sow in the inner 


psychological erime’ Such warnings, red flags or danger 
signals are all appeals to feer, based upon ignorance, prejudice 
or misconception. 

It is a well-known fact that human beings are subject to 
wayward impulses and intrusive thoughts and feelings which 
have to be thrust aside and ignored. Children are taught that 
these naughty thoughts and feelings are the temptations of the 


devil, but they of and are almost 
invariably aay ts papel ere eiie ia n conditions. ons ‘The 


relies of the old fear remain, however, and many people, on the 
alert to find some scapegoat a» an excuse for their weakness or 
folly, lay the blame upon evil spirita Thinking of what they 
have heard regarding the wiles of the devil and the power of 
‘ducing’ ‘satanic’ spirits, instead of trying to understand 
the cause, or causes, of their feelings, sensitives become morbid 
and pesimistic and torment themselves with the notion that 
evil spirita prompt their thoughts and impel them to unwise or 
improper courses of action, It is at such times of weakness 
that the wayward impulses of passion are strongest, and the 
sulferer's alarm in followed by worry, nervous dread and aleep- 
leasness, When fear-thoughts possess the mind it turns inward 
and exaggerates the danger. The sufferer loses confidence and 
self-control, and, instead of resolutely maintaining a level head 
and a self-possessed, cheerful frame of mind, dwells upon his 
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troubles and runs great risk of becoming n monomaniae In 
such cases Spiritualiam is unjustly blamed for the weakness and 
folly of the victims, who, had they been patient and careful, 
would have avoided the mistakes which caused them so much 
unnecessary distress, 
explanation will undoubtedly be found. in the ignorance of. the 
sensitive and of the operating spirit, and their mutual mis 
understandings; while in not a few instances the trouble is due 
to the inquirer’s excess of zeal and the inlluence of fear upon 
his mind. Here, as elsewhere, order is heaven's first. law, purity 
and strong purpose, confidence and love are safeguards against 
evil, and those who are well-informed and honest need never 
fear tlie threats or influences of those of lower spiritual conditions 
The Sister of Mercy, intent on her errands of love and altruistic 
service, can pass fearlessly through the hells of the slums, un- 
contaminated and unmolested ; so, too, may those who posses 
their souls in peace and good-will join hands with the angels of 
light without fear, in loving service to suffering humanity. 

No one has any right to go about with a face as black as a 
thunder-cloud, poisoning the mental air with gloomy fears and 
forebodings. We owe it to others, as well as ourselves, to be a 
bright and helpful as we can: to make the most and best of 
ourselves and our conditions in a reasonable way. 

This reminds me of what Mrs. Steinthal said recently: 
Calling on a couple in Yorkshire who were keeping their golden 
wedding, she found the wife busy polishing an old-fashioned 
warming-pan. 'Why, Mary, she said, that is so beautifully 
bright it cannot need further polishing.’ 

‘ Aye, but I’m going to polish it as long as I live,’ she 
replied, for it's this warming-pan that’s kept peace between me 
and John these fifty years. When we'd been wed a bit, and 
John went out one morning without being so kind to me as I'd 
thought he ought to be, I said to myself I'd give him a bit of 
my mind when he returned. 

It was the day for cleaning the brasses, and when Pd 
polished the warming-pan bright I caught the reflection of my 
own face in it. Laws! do I look like that?” I asked myself. 
Well, if I did look like that, I told myself, I must never let 
John see it. Since then, if ever things go wrong and I feel 
myself worried and cross, I just take down the warming-pan 
and polish the temper away.’ (Laughter.) 

On the principle that example is better than precept, and in 
view of the fact that we are all centres of psychic influences, we 
can do the most good in the world by setting an example of 
fortitude under trial, of plucky cheerfulness in harassing cir- 
cumstances, and of goodwill even towards those who wrong us 

I am not advocating indifference, selfishness, self-assertion, 
obtrusive and egotistic self-confidence, or unfeeling hard- 
heartedness. But Ido advocate that we should, with all sin- 
cerity and sympathy, try to look on the bright side of life and 
of people, to scatter seeda of hope and encouragement not only 
by spoken words, but by sunny smiles and a cheerful outlook. 
We none of us know how much good influence we uncon- 
sciously exert simply by looking bright and well and by mani- 
festing a strong, buoyant spirit, Some people, as we well know, 
are wel blankets—they carry three kinds of trouble: all they 
ever had, all they have now, and all they expect to have. Such 
folk take the heart out of us, because they seldom say a kind or 
an encouraging word. "There are othera who make us feel that 
it is good to be alive. They are centres of health and healing, 
and Spiritualists know what that means if any persona do. Our 
old friend, John Page Hopps, always said it did him good to 
attend our meetings—he went away feeling stronger and better 
than when he eame. ‘The reason was that he himself was so 
bright, cheery, and optimistic that we sunned ourselves in his 
sunshine, and expanded in the warmth of his spirit, and so 
gave him back of our life-forees in return for his stimulating 

influence. How true it is that we get what we give—we find 
what we seek ! In helping others we shall ourselves be helped 
and comforted, We should, as a writer, unknown to me, says;— 


Comfort one another ; 

For the way i» growing dreary, 

The feet are often weary, 
And the heart is very sad, 

There is heavy burden bearing 

When it seems that none are caring, 
And we half forget that ever we were glad. 


In many cases of alleged obsession the 
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Comfort one another ; 

With the hand clasp close and tender, 

With the sweetness love can render, 
And looks of friendly eyes. 

Do not wait with grace unspoken 

While life'a daily bread is broken ; 
Gentle speech is oft like manna from the skies, 
Comfort one another ; 

There are words of music ringing 

Down the ages, sweet as singing 
Ot the happy hosts above. 
— Ransomed saint and mighty angel 
Lift the grand, deep-voiced evangel, 
- As they come to give us comfort with their love. 
piritual meditation of the right sort is joyful, uplifting, 
itis soul-communion in the kingdom of the oinni- 
pirit, the heaven of peace, of divine love and beauty. 
cannot be attained in a moment, but why should we 
lly eliminate a thousand fears, anxious foreboding 
Halt our aches and pains are due to our excesses, 
our nervousness, and the other half to Nature's 
cesses, An unknown correspondent sends me from 
as ‘a very old corroboration’ of my lecture, the 
üt lines :— 


to-morrow take care of to-morrow— 

hort and dark as our life may appear, 

make it still shorter by sorrow, 

ill darker by folly and fear. 

our troubles are half our invention, 

d often from blessings conferred 

e shrunk in the wild apprehension 

Of evils that never occurred. 

ree that we attain poise and serenity we shall be 

of growth, for spiritual self-mastery is 

growth is from within outwards, and it is 

‘of spiritual evolution. 

ich of evolution, but we too seldom think of its 

We cannot unroll and disclose that 

enwrapped, or inherent, and the facts of evolution 
us confidence, for if they mean anything, they 

el of the ascent of life: of triumph of mind 

ter: of order and right in the physical 

èss, beauty and perfection in the moral and 


working His unceasing purpose, and we are 
às; necessary to it, participants in it, We 
e pawns. We must, at least, be knights, if as 
kings. Surely, if we trace our heredity back 
end our thought of personal conscious existence 


the animals and the angels, that we partake of 
powers of both—that it is our life work to bring 
) harness so that it shall serve the angel. I firmly 
we are able to do this and, sooner or later, shall 
" fear and establish faith— reasonable, optimistic and 
Lh Ag spirit beings we must win our freedom and 
intelligent and joyous at-one-ment with the 
ind Love, It is by such confident, optimistic 
ich prophetic, joyous visioning, that we may all 
ls in patience and in peace, acquire strength 
| know that out of what we call evil good 
use 
me say that I regard it as a spiritual crisis in 
alise that we can win spiritual emancipation by 
and refusing to be worried, annoyed or made 
my and purposefully cultivating an optimistic and 
titude, we can gain strength to live wisely 
be helpful to others both by our example 
i The secret of success and happiness, 
lite, will be found when we readily recognise 
dwell in the light of truth and love, We 
ld moods time after time, and grow nervous, 
but if we persevere we shall learn to rely 
d use our spirit powers, trustfally and 
habit is formed of cheery, affirmative 
oving—so that at last our perfect love 
shall respond to the inshining of the 
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all-sufficing love of God and hear the call of the Spirit to come 


up higher. 
says ;— 


Ella Wheeler Wilcox points the way when she 


Let there be many windows to your soul, 

That all the glory of tlie universe 

May beautify it, Not the narrow pane 

Of one poor creed can catch the radiant rays 

That shine from countless sources. Tear away 

The blinds of saperstition ; let tlie light 

Pour through fair windows broad as Truth itself 

And high as God. 

Why should the spirit peer 

Through some priest-curtained orifice and grope 

Along dim corridors of doubt, when all 

The splendour from unfathomed seas of space 

Might bathe it with the golden waves of Love * 

Sweep up the debris of decaying faiths ; 

Sweep down the cobwebs of worn-out beliefs, 

And throw your soul wide open to the light 

Of Reason and of Knowledge. Tune your ear 

To all the wordless music of the stars, 

And to the voice of Nature, and your heart 

Shall turn to Truth and Goodness, as the plant 

Turns to the sun ; u thousand unseen hands 

Reach down to help you to their peace-crowned heights ; 

And all the forces of the firmament 

Shall fortify your strength. Be not afraid 

To thrust aside half-truths, and grasp the whole, 
—(Loud applause.) 

Tae CHAIRMAN remarked that they had had an excellent 
paper, though not one which readily lent itself to discussion. 
He himself felt that the easiest way to subdue fear was to realise 
that there was a Power that was working for the good of all, and 
that we held in our hands the fature of the race. We were now 
what our parents and forefathers helped us to become, and the 
future of the race would depend, toa large extent, on what we 
were, If we realised the existence of this Power an I of our own 
responsibility, it would be easier to overcome our dread of the 
future. 

Dg. Avganam WaLLACE, in moving a hearty vote of thanks 
for what he regarded as a very beautifal and interesting essay, 
pointed out that the scientific aspect of pathology was all on Mr. 
Walliss side. He thought it was about twenty years ago that 
Mr. Wallis gave a most interesting inspirational address called 
„Hell Disestablished.’ But though hell was disestablished 
among Spiritualists, it was not among Church people. In the 
last number of The Two Worlds,’ the Editor, Mr. Morse, com- 
mented on a revival by the Rev. Stanley Parker of the old 
allegation that Spiritualism had sent many people to lunatic 
asylums. That had long ago been proved to bea lie, and in 
this connection Dr. Wallace desired to mention his own experi- 
ence at the first visit of Moody and Sankey to this country, He 
was then assistant to a great surgeon in Scotland, and for many 
weeks the new cases brought before them were the result of reli- 
gious excitement caused by the addresses of the evangeliste, In 
the many years that had since elapsed he had not seen any case 
of insanity resulting throagh Spiritualism. Yet people still went 
back to the old absurd idea, As regarded the meetings of the 
Alliance, he did not see why they should always go outside for 
speakers, and he would suggest that next session the Chairman 
(Mr. Withall) should give his own experiences He (Dr. Wallace) 
would be pleased to take the chair for him. (Applause.) 

Mr. A. Howe, in seconding the vote of thanks, suggested 
that Mr. Wallis“ address, besides appearing in Laut, should 
be published separately as a pamphlet, in which case he would 
be pleased to take a hundred copies. 

Mn. WILKINS, supporting the motion, said he regarded Mr. 
Wallis as one of the greatest influences to-day in the Spiritualistic 
movement, With regard to the power of the abseuce of fear, 
the Prime Minister said the other day at a dinner of doctors that 
he did not fear work and was never afraid of being ill, and the 
result had been that for twenty-three years he had never been in 
bed with illness and had never taken more than three bottles of 
physic. Archdeacon Wilberforce, three years ago, said that in 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred when a patient got well God 

cured him by taking away his fears, but the doctor got the 
fees. — (Laughter.) 

The resolution having been carried unanimously, Mr. Wallis 

expressed his thanks and the meeting closed. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST. 


The House of the Other World, by Violet Tweedale (cloth, 

fia; John Long, Ltd.. Norris-atreet, Haymarket, W.). is a fasci- 
nating book—fascinating not only for the sense of mystery 
which overhangs the narrative, but for its charming nature 
descriptions, for the authoress has at once a facile pen and a 
keen appreciation of natural beauty. The terrible storm in 
which a part of the old house is wrecked, leadíng to the discovery 
of the body of poor Geoffrey Fenwick, whose long unrevealed 
murder had been the canse of the hauntings, is a piece of very 
vivid word-painting. Clairvoyance plays a large part in the 
narrative. We are leas favourably impressed by Richard Wash- 
burne Child's The Blae Wall’ (cloth, 64. ; Constable & Co., 
Lt, Boston and New York) As the alliterative sub- title 
informs us, it is a story of strangeness and struggle,’ and its 
atmosphere is decidedly creepy. Happily, however, the beau- 
tifal heroine suffers ud permanent harm from the strange 
influence of which she is for a time the victim, and even the 
villain of the story, though a decadent of the most miserable 
type, has his redeeming features. 


We are pleased to see that Spiritualism is gaining ground in 
Ireland and to learn that our friends at Belfast, having rented a 
fine new hall, held very successful opening services on Sunday 


last, at which able addresses were delivered by Mr. Spencer, of 
Nantwich. A friend has kindly presented a fine organ, and the 
president and his co-workers have worked ardently, the vice- 


Senkin and tbeir b 


is every prospect of a good work 
society. 


a useful platform and Mrs. Beattie, Miss 


elpers beautifully decorating the hall. There 
dine accomplished by the 
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Quicunque Vult! is the title of a sixpenny pamphlet (The 
Mission Depot, 603, Seven Sisters-road, Tottenham, N.) which 
fas been mnt to ne by ite author, Pastor James B, Morton 
— — (Cantab), an. * Ex-Unitarian. Minister, now Free 

Missionary. It is, we are told, ‘an Exposition of the 
Athanasian Creed and a rational vindication of the Catholic 
faith. It is à curious production, but the clowely-printed pages 
of small type are very trying to the eyes, and the subject-matter 
does not interest us in the least, A so-called ‘scientific explana- 
tion of the resurrection’ ia given at the end. The author 
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Are the days of the Inquisition to be revived? It would 
almost seem like it, for, according to the newspapers, a Com- 
mission is to be appointed to try the Rev. C. L. Tweedale for his 
opinions We are glad to hear it, although we sympathise with 
Mr. Tweedale, for it will necessarily be a trying ordeal, While 
the Commission is at work perhaps it will deal with the Bishop 
of London, Archdeacon Wilberforce, the Rev. Arthur Chambers, 
the Rev. A. J. Waldron and the many other clergymen who are 
firmly convinced of the facts of spirit presence and manifesta: 
tion, Archdeacon Colley was most anxious that he should be 
tried for his opinions, but no one would gratify him. Seemingly 
the Rev. Tweedale is to receive different treatment. 


A remarkable story comes from Murphysboro, III., U.S.A. 
It is to the effect that, recently, a number of prisoners 
confessed their guilt, and when an effort was made to ascertain 
why they did so, they declared that they had been visited in 
their cells by the ghost of one J. F. Jones, a tall, thin man, who 
was hanged in the gaol yard in 1896. A negro prisoner 
declared that after the gaoler had locked the cells, and the 
lights had been put out, he saw the ghost, tall and thin, 
apparently enter through the bars. It told him that he would 
be hanged if he did not plead guilty. Then it disappeared, 
The prisoner declared that he was wide awake ; and that he had 
seen the apparition on other occasions. Eight other prisoners 
also pleaded guilty in a similar manner. ‘The remarkable fact 
that one murderer wag frightened enough by something to stop 
his trial when he had a good chance of getting oll, pleaded guilty 
and took a thirty-year sentence gladly, and the other inforination 
of scores of confessions from the same cause have led to the 
appointment by the Governor of an investigating commission.’ 
The rewards of life are for service, and the penalties of life 
are for self-indulgence.’ So says Elbert Hubbard in ‘Nash's’ 
Magazine for April. He adds: 'We preserve our sanity only 
as we forget self in service.“ To be very much awake in the 
daytime and very much asleep at night is possible only ‘to 
people who eat right food, think good thoughts, and observe the 
everyday common laws of health? Mr. Hubbard holds that ‘it 
is a mistake to blame the medical fraternity,’ and says : ' Doctors 
are men, just like the rest of us, neither better nor worse, and 
as we grow better we have better doctors. We have better 
doctors nowadays than ever before in all history.’ Which is 
doubtless true ; so also is Mr. Hubbard's further claim : ' Health 
is the most natural thing in the world’; and his closing advice 
is good : Work, play, study, laugh—flavour all with love, and 
you have the key to happy living.’ ‘The Lordship of Love’ is 
the title of a fine high-toned article by Marie Corelli, which, 
however, is greatly marred by her depreciatory and unkind 
references to the women who, however mistaken they may be, 
are fighting for their sex and for their fuller share in deter- 
mining their status and the future well-being of the race. 


A great many British Spiritualists and mediums have gone 
to America and Canada, and it is pleasing to know that they 
continue their work for Spiritualism in the lands of their 
adoption. Dr. George B. Warne, President of the National 
Spiritualists’ Association, writing in ‘The Progressive Thinker’ 
respecting a meeting in New Jersey, says: We again had proof 
of the debt owed by American Spiritualists to their brethren of 
England, for each one of the three participating mediums came 
from Halifax, or its immediate vicinity, in the mother country. 
They were Mrs. Emma Binns, of Irvington, and Mrs. S. Senior 
and Mr. C. W. Bentley, of Newark ; each one of whom by manner 
and watter illustrated the substantial quality which characterises 
English Spiritualists, without having recourse to self-advertising 
sensationalism in the name of inediumship. The greatest 
possible accuracy of communications, combined with a sacred 
seriousness of deportment during their delivery, serve to place 
Spiritualist services upon a much higher plane than that of 
vaudeville wonderment and mere curiosity craving. It is almost 
superfluous to say that each one of the mediums to whom we 
listened that evening is an ardent friend of Lyceums, and because 
of connection with them in their former home is grounded in 
the fandamental philosophy of Spiritualism and qualified to 


present it.“ 


Dr. Warns also writes: ‘Judge Reynolds of the Brooklyn 
division is reported to have used this language in the case of 
Mrs. Carrie Batty, a reputable medium, arrested on complaint of 
a woman detective sent oul by Deputy Police Commissioner 
Dougherty: “ There are many people of this sect who believe 
fiemly that they receive advice from the spirits of those who 
have departed, and I do not think, anyway, that this charge has 
been proven, for there i« not a preponderance of evidence for 

„ Vil discharge Mrs. Batty.” Mrs. Batty herself 
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te ; *T did not tell the witness anything. The loved ones 


it to me. T may have given her advice, bnt I did not tell 
r v. Ouronly province is to give advice as ministers of 
hurch, just as any minister of any Church would advise a 
hioner.” The articles of incorporation of Mrs. Batty’s 
sh thus defined the duties of the minister: “ The minister 
shall hold himself at all times in readiness to give spiritual aid 
nd assistance in private interviews or otherwise to such persons 
good faith, professing to believe in the declarations and 
aciples of our faith, shall seek spiritual comfort; he shall not 
E fee therefor. Any contribution voluntarily given 

property of this corporation.“ 


p 


An esteemed contributor, who wrives from Rome, says : zt 
k the opportunity of calling on the Editor of " Luce e Ombra " 
‘fortnight ago, and both he and Signor Bruers took great 
showing me over the premises of the society in the 
se We also had some interesting talk, and Signor 
- kindly allowed me to examine a series of stereoscopic 
ht photographs, illustrating successive stages in the 
of the cloud-like mediumistie emanation. I have 
oking into that remarkable work by Messrs. Matla and 

Van Zelst entitled, Le Mystire de la Mort." If the 
profess to have obtained with their apparatus, the 
graph,” are confirmed by independent investigators, 
arch will have definitely entered upon an entirely 
Dr. Fiocca Novi should find this type of psychical 
his liking. I, personally, am convinced that no 
ll ever be made until the physical phenomena 
d with on physical lines. Hitherto the metaphysical 

we had it all their own way—with the result that 
been no real advance in these matters since the ex- 
of Crookes.’ 


thes 


FRIENDS IN COUNCIL. 


luestion Regarding Consciousness. 


it that you, like Theosophists and others, 
in the indestructibility of spirit, that you 
nd its ever-existent state that can never be put 
ce in any way. Very well, then, granted ! Why 
na medium is in a so-called trance and believed 
d by another spirit, that the spirit of that medium 
è put aside, taken literally and put away? I quote 
E. Cooper's book on Spiritual Science,’ wherein he 
„Arthur Chambers’ testimony. Mr. Chambers 
iedium to tell him whose spirit controlled his body, 
ered, he again asked, Does the medium know 
controlled? and was answered in the negative. 
then asked the control where the spirit of the 
and was told that it was there in the 
conscious for the time being, as he, the spirit 
taken possession, so to speak, of the medium's body. 
ow is it possible to put spirit aside in an uncon- 
Can spirit be made voluntarily or involuntarily 
I should be pleased if someone well versed in 
igations will tell me.— Yours, &c., 
AN EARNEST INQUIRER. 


An Appreciative Reader of ‘Light.’ 


he one to whom I (among others) am indebted for 
Gur’ could know how much it means to me 
he or she would be more than repaid, In my 
and suffering, of loneliness and harsh poverty, it 
l aga ray of light. I read it from cover to cover, 
ve days a week to wait for the next number. 
if books for sale! How they make one long, with 
ad them! I have to thank the writer of the 
m in Lianr' for many a much-needed lesson in 
rance. To myself I call that page The Tower 
o which I climb, mentally, after the hurly-burly 
nions, the breathlessness of seemingly impossible 
‘ied fallings short of hope. 
and I, cannot claim to be Spiritualists by 
proof—for we have witnessed no actual 
y though we desire to. It is the beautiful 
ribualism, with its solid foundation of justice, 
ling vistas of use, knowledge and delight that 
usciousness. And out of this consciousness I 
1T "and the writers of it.'—Yours, &c., 
A. A. B. 


LIGHT. 
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Out of the Body Experiences ? 

Sin, — Having read in Lica’ of February 22nd. (page 89), 
the incident narrated by Dr. Theobald, in which, as he supposed, 
he left the room to retire for the night, aud returning, saw his 
body still extended on the chairs on which he had heen resting, 
it seems to me that it is, perhaps, a duty we owe to one 
another not to withhold any personal experiences which may 
add to the accumulating evidence of sypernormal powers lying, 
for the most part hidden, in us all. 

The first time that I can clearly remember leaving my body 
was when I was about seven or eight years old, though that was 
by no means the first time it had happened. I then saw my 
body at a little distance, and amused myself, as I often did 
afterwards, by making it walk up and down the nursery while 
I looked on, wondering vaguely why I could move it when I 
was away from it, myself being conscious all the time of my 
body's sensations. 

I soon found that T could bring on this entertaining state 
by a very simple process. I had only to go into an empty room 
and say something aloud ; it did not matter what. The sound 
of my own voice when alone caused a quite indescribable sensa- 
tion to creep over me; I was no longer in my body though I 
could still control it. As I grew older I recognised more clearly 
the uncanny feeling that accompanied this experience. I became 
rather afraid of it and avoided it as much as possible. 

My mother, who was musical and very particular abont 
‘time, would sometimes call to me while I was practising the 
piano in another room, ‘Count! You must count loudly, so 
that I ean hear you. While I felt the temporary companion- 
ship I duly counted aloud, but very soon I ceased. Otherwise 
I found myself, as usual, a little way off while I could not only 
see but feel my bodily fingers touching the keys of the piano. 
Though I was of course reproved for disobedience, I never 
made the slightest attempt to explain why I would not count 
aloud.  Iremember my mother remarking that I was not so 
cheerful as the other children—1 did not sing about the house 
as they did ; and though I had not then heard of the loneliness 
of crowds, I never sang in church either; for the same reason 
that I would not count. 

Possibly in consequence of discouragement this experience 
grew less vivid as years passed. 

The biographers of Tennyson tell how he used to ' get out of 
the body’ by going into a wood near his house, and there repeat- 
ing his own name over and over until it lost all meaning. It 
would be interesting to know whether he said the name aloud, 
If so it may have been, as in my own experience, that the sound 
of the voice worked the miracle rather than the repetition of 
the word, 

In her scholarly work on ‘ Mysticism,’ page 69, Miss Evelyn 
Underhill tells how the Indian mystics employ the repetition 
of the mantra, or sacred word, to induce self-hynotisation, as 
a step to the attainment of the mystic vision. One wonders 
again whether they say it aloud or not; though that divine 
revelation, the mystic vision (which science is just condescending 
to notice for the first time as ‘cosmic consciousness’) may, of 
course, spontaneously descend from the heights of the supra- 
liminal, or arise from the depths of the subconscious, which- 
ever it may be, without any hypnotisation or splitting up of 
the normal consciousness. But that is another subject.— 
Yours, Ko., S. M. B. 


Reincarnation. 


&in,—Mr. James Merlini takes exception to my objections 
to human reincarnation. He says (page 167) that my arguments 
are ‘frivolous and perfunctory,’ but he does not answer them. 
I am fully aware of the fact, as, I suppose, everyone with ordi- 
nary intelligence is, that there is no effect without cause, bnt I 
fail to see what this has to do with human reincarnation. If 
what we sow in this life we reap in the next, where is the neces- 
sity for other earth lives ? 

J infer from Mr. Merlini’s letter that he looks upon suffering 
as the result of wrong done in a previous earth life. — If this is 
so, I would ask what wrong a rabbit can have done in a pre- 
vious incarnation that it should suffer the tortures of vivisection, 
or a great soul like Jesus the agonies of crucifixion? The 

justice of suffering for acts done in a previous life, of which we 
have no recollection whatever, is about on a par with the justice 
of chastising a dog for stealing six months after the act, when 
he has forgotten all about it. Mr. Merlini also states that, it 
is the spirit that, in evolving itself, changes the external form 
from one expression to a higher one.“ This is so, When it sheds 
its earthly vesture, it clothes itself with a more spiritual one, 
ever expressing itself in a less gross form as it ascends to higher 

spheres, I agree with James Kerruish (p. 168) that ‘there is 
nothing in (human) reincarnation that a true Spiritualist can 
accept.'— Yours, Åc, 

OMNIA ViNCIT Amor. 
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Reincarnation and its Opponents. 


Sm, - Mis E. Katharine Bates is an able and well-known 
writer on occult subjects ; so that it is with a sense of depriva- 
tion one sees that she is unable to offer us any illumination on 
this disputed question. She approaches the question, as she 
explains, without bias, but there is (may I say !) a suspicion of 
the parti pris in the attitude implicit in her remarks : that the 
opponents of the doctrine are prejudiced persons. Without 
reopening the discussion on the main issue, might I suggest that 
it is not at all necessary to assume that those who deny the idea 

of physical re-embodiment desire to prejudge the question, or 
are lacking in common-sense ? The present writer, for instance, 
has given the subject very long and carefal study, and is certainly 
not alone in that respect. We who oppose the doctrine—and 
thereby admit a bias—would be ill-advised to suggest that the 
supporters of the idea are prejudiced persons. And we should 
be still more ill-advised if we imputed prejudice to reincarna- 
tionists, at the same time proclaiming (like the gifted authoress 
of ‘Do the Dead Depart ?") that we had ' no bias in favour of 
reincarnation being either true or false.'—Yours, &c., 

Eveene Pamir GLEN. 


Sm,—The discussion of this subject never seems to take us 
further, and for a good reason, as we are endeavouring to 

ultimates on the mental plane and are conseqnently 
pulled up by enigma. It is only one degree less futile than 
twins in the womb debating together the problem of existence. 
The child is conditioned by its environment and receives 
vague intimations of its mother’s thought and emotion, We are 


ciples ; otherwise we arrest 
rnb tyranny, , Which the mind 
# curi prone E 
- Mr. Merlini, in his interesting letter (p. 167), seems to imply 
of reincarnation solvea the problem of evil as 
et eee of life, while in reality he only 
for ‘in the beginning’ out of infinite 
Goodness only goodness could come, whether in the soul or its 
all souls should progressalike without sin 
He also assumes that a wealthy family is enjoying 
in world, which from the highest stand- 
spiritual characters being much 


Moreover, variety and inequality of endowment and cireum- 
progress. Nor does a firm belief in the 
necessitate acceptance of the doctrine under 
consideration. In the development of the fœtus man does ' go 
through the intervening degrees,’ and as the higher is involved 
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„ R. A. Bush's article on The Genesis of the Ego’ 


171) is interesting, and of consideration. One great 
to the theory of reincarnation (as e move- 
ment) is its apparent ; for while there are numerous 


True; but He puts ‘new wine into new 
and both are preserved.'— Yours, &c., 
E. P. PaxxTICK- 


LIGHT. 
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SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, APRIL 13th, &o 


— 
Prospective Notices, not exceeding twenty-four words, may be addel 
to reports if accompanted by stamps to the value of sixpence. 


MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION— SAearn's Rataur- 
ant, 231, Tottenham Court-road, W.—Mrs. Cannock gave success 
ful descriptions. —25, Mortimer-street, W.—On the 7th Mra 
Clara Irwin gave fully recognised clairvoyant descriptions Mr. 
Leigh Hunt presided at both meetings. Sunday next, Mr. 
E. W. Wallis. (See advertisement on front page.)—D. N. 

Lonpon Srrritvat Mission: 138, Pembridge Place, Bayi- 
water, W.—Addresses by Mr. Horace Leaf. Morning subject, 
Mind and Body. For next week's services see front page. 

KINGsTON-on-THAMES.—ASSEMBLY Rooms, Hampton Wick. 
— Mrs. M. H. Wallis held meetings morning and evening. Sunday 
next, at 7 p.m., Mrs, A. Jamrach, address on The Spiritualist's 
View of the Resurrection, and clairvoyant descriptions.—J. W. H. 

SrRATFORD.—WoRKMAN'8 HALL, 27, RoMFORD-ROAD, E.— 
Miss V. Burton’s address on The Higher Life’ was much 
appreciated. Mrs. E. Bryceson presided. Sunday next at 
7 p.m., Mr. J. L. Macbeth Bain, address, —W. H. S. 

BATTERSEA PARK-ROAD.—HENLEY-STREET.—An interesting 
address by Mr. Gerald Scholey on ‘The Spiritualist's Needs’ 
Sunday next, Mrs Annie Boddington, address and clairvoyance 
Thursday, phenomena only. Silver collection for society's funds 

Brixton.—8, MAYXALL-ROAD.— Mrs. Maunders gave an 
address. Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m., healing ; 3 p.m., Lyceum; 
at 7, Mrs. Neville, address and psychometry. Circles : Monday, 
7.30, ladies’ ; Tuesday, 8.15, members’ ; Thursday, 8, public. 

CLAPHAM. — HOWARD-RSTREET, NEW-ROAD. — Mrs Mary 
Clempson addressed a large audience on The Immortality of the 
Soul.“ Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m., open circle ; at 7 p.m., Mrs. 
Mary Gordon, address and clairvoyance. Mondays, at 3 p.m. 
ladies' circle. Thursday, at 8 p.m., public meeting.—F. C. 

BRIGHTON.—MANCHESTER-STREET (OPPOSITE AQUARIUM).— 
Mrs. Clarke gave good addresses in her usual convincing manner. 
Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m. and 7 p.m., Mr. J. J. Morse, trance 
addresses; Tuesday, at 3, Mrs. Clarke, private interviews; at 8, 
also Wednesday, at 3 p.m., circles.—H. J. E. 

Brigutoy.—Hove OLD Town HALL, I. BRUNSWICK-STREET, 
Wrsr.— Mrs Jennie Walker gave excellent addresses. Sunday 
next, at 11.15 and 7, Mrs. Mary Davies; Tuesdays, at 3 and 8, 
also Wednesdays, at 3, Mrs. G. C. Curry, clairvoyante ; Thurs- 
days, at 8.15, public cirele.—4A. C. 

HOLLOWAY.—GROYEDALE Hatt, GROVEDALE-ROAD.— Mrs. 
Mary Davies answered questions in the morning, spoke in the 
evening on ‘The Occult Side of Prayer’ and gave convincing 
clairvoyant descriptions ; 9th, Mrs. Clara Irwin gave psycho- 
metrical readings. For Sunday next, see advt.—J. F. 

CAMBERWELL New - ROAD.—SURREY Masonic Hatt.— 
Morning, ‘Spirit Teachings’; evening, address on 'Spiritnal 
Science and Religion.“ Sunday next, Mr. W. E. Long: at 11 
a.m., questions and personal messages ; at 6.30, address on The 
Revelation of Christ.’ 

Reapinc.—New Hatt, BLAGRAVE-STREET. — Mr. P. R. 
Street gave addresses on Spirit Teaching’ and ‘Joan of Are, 
followed by descriptions by Mrs. C. Street. 7th, Mr. Street 
spoke on Magie, Black and White. Sunday next, at 11.15 and 
6.45, Mrs. M. H. Wallis. — M. L. 

Seven KiNGs.—45, THE PRoMENADE.—Mr. and Mrs. A. W. 
Jones gave addresses, and Mrs. Jones clairvoyant descriptions. 
Sth, Mrs. Neville, address and psychometric delineations. Sun- 
day next, 11.15 a.m., Mr. Hutchfield ; 7 pain., Mr. and Mr 
Alcock Rush. Tuesday, 8 p.m., address. 27th, Mr. and Mrs 
Smith. 29th, Mrs Mary Davies. —C, E. S. 

BnrsTOL.—144, GnOSVENOR-ROAD,—Mrs. J. S. Baxter ably 
dealt with ‘One Shepherd and Soul and Spirit, and helpfally 
answered questions. Mr. Brunts discourse on ‘Our First 
Consciousness" was much appreciated. Sunday next, at 6.30, 
Mra. Baxter and Mr. Brunt. Monday, at 7, healing; at 4, 
address. Wednesday, service at 8. Friday, at 7.30, circle. 

HACKNEY.—240A, AMHURAT-ROAD, N.—Mrs. Mary Gordon 
gave an excellent address on 'The Power of Thought' and 
recognised descriptious and messages, Sunday next, at 11.15 
am., Mr. F. A. Hawes ; at 7 p.m, Mr. and Mrs. Alcock Rush, 
Monday, at 8, circle (inquirers welcomed). Thursday, at 7.30, 
Mr. H. Bell, healing ; at 8.15 p.m., circle (members only). 

Pecxnam.—Lavcsanne HALL, LAvsaNNE-ROAD.—Morning, 
paper by Mr. Scott ; evening, Mr. Macbeth Bain addressed a 
large audience, and Mrs. Keightley gave good descriptions. 
Sunday next—1morning, circle ; afternoon, Lyceum. Thursday, 
24th, Fancy- Dress Social Meeting, admission 6d. ; prizes offered, 
May Day, second performance, * Her Majesty of May, by special 
request.—At the Arlington, Sunday next—evening, Mr. 

D. J. Davis and Mra. Podmore (clairvoyance). 27th, Mr. II. J. 
Stockwell. —A. C. S. 
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STRATFORD. — IDMISTON-ROAD,  FOREST-LANE. — Morning, 
Mr. A. T. Connor spoke on ‘Spiritualism and the Bible.“ Even- 
ing, good address by Mr. A. J. McLellan on Judge not that ye 
be not judged,’ followed by descriptions. 10th, Mrs. Keightley, 
address and descriptions. Sunday next, at 11.45 am, Mr. 
C W. Lock; at 7 p.m., Mr. E. Burton. 24th, at 8 p.m., Mrs. 
E. Neville. 27th, Mr. A. J. Neville.—T. H. 

CRoYDoN.—Erwwoopn HALL, ELMWOOD-ROAD, BROAD-GREEN, 
—Morning service conducted by Mr. J. W. Wilson; evening, 
visit from the Union of London Spiritualists, represented by 
“Messrs. G. Tayler Gwinn, Dawson, and T. Alcock Rush. Mr. 
‘and Mrs Alcock Rush kindly rendered a duet, and Miss 
Johnson a solo. Sunday next, at 11 a.m, Mr. G. B. Bann; 

——at 7, Mrs. E. A. Cannock, address and clairvoyance.—G. 


- SOUTHAMPTON.— CAVENDISH-GROVE.—Mr. W. E. Lloyd gave 
interesting addresses both morning and evening.—G. M. 


| LIGHT. 


— NOTTINGHAM. — MECHANICS! Leorore HAU. — Mr. T. 
gave clairvoyant descriptions morning and evening. 
'HAM.—553, CANTERBURY-STREET, GILLINGHAM.—Mrs, 
Boddington gave an address and descriptions.—E. C. S. 
.—THOMAS-STREET HALL, STOKES Crort.—Address 
tions by Mrs. Powell-Williams. 11th, Mr. Edwards’ 


TER.—MARLBOROUGH HALL.—Morning address by Mr. 
Frankish ; evening by Rev. Todd Ferrier ; descriptions 
. Letheren.—E. F. 

INGHAM.—CAMDEN-STREET ScHOOLS.— Mr. Emyn gave 
at Mission Room and Camden-street. Evening sub- 
zment and Mercy.’—J. R. C. 

HEND.—CrowsToNE GYMNASIUM, NORTHVIEW DRIVE, 
IFF-0N-SEA.— The president spoke on ‘Communion and 
of Thought, and gave fully-recognised descriptions. 
(OUTH.—ODDFELLOWs’ HALL, Mortey-street.—Mrs. 
gave an address and descriptions. 9th, Mrs. Trueman 
Summers gave descriptions.—E. F. 

Bay.—137, WHITLEY-ROAD.—Mrs. E. H. Cansick 


m, 


Mediumistic & Psychical 
Experiences 


BY 
ERNEST A. TIETKENS. 


CONTEXTS :—Preface; Farly Mediomistic Experiences; 

Later Developments and Results; On Warnings ; On Clair- 

voyance: Dream Visions and General Phenomena; 

Avimal Life in the Spiritual World ; My Impressions of 

the Future; Extracts from Pamphlets; Directions for 
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PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 


By SIR W. F. BARRETT, F.R S. 


Professor of Experimental Physics in the Royal College 
of Science for Ireland—1873-1910. 


This volume is Number 28 of the Home University Library of Modern 
Knowledge. The author. who has had the aid of Dr. Jane Barlow and 
other experts, deals successively with the phenomena of unconscious 
muscular action, * The Willing Game and »o called Thought Reading’ 
"Thought Transference," 'Mesmerism. Hypnotism and Snggestion.’ 
hantasms of the Living and 
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appreciative audience on ‘Our Definition of 
ritualism.’—C. C. 

H.—ABSEMBLY Rooms, Town HALL AVENUE.— 
nd descriptions by Mr. F. T. Blake. Also on the 


UTH.—MizrAH HALL, WATERLOO -STREET.—Ad- 
escriptions by Mrs. G. C. Curry. 9th, address by 
ickier and descriptions. — P. 

L—LrssER Vicrorta Harr.—Mr. G. R. Symons 
es on The Light of the World’ and ' Christianity 
ualism.'—J. W. M. 

m Pank.—THinp AvENUE, CHURCH-ROAD.—Àffter- 
g service; evening, address and descriptions by 
famrach. 9th, Mrs. Webster, address and descriptions. 

TOL.—16, KIxd's Square (orr Srokgs CRorr). —Mr. 
spoke on ‘Ye are the Temple of God.’ Descriptions 
Usual week-night meetings —A. L. 

AND  PLUMSTEAD. — Perseverance Hatt, 
Morning, circle; evening, address by Mr. Huxley 
pirit of Freedom.’ 9th, Mr. Dodson gave an address, 
'"IBH TowN.—17, Prince OF WALES'-CRESCENT, N. W.— 
nd descriptions by Mrs. Fielder. On the 11th Mrs. E. 
descriptions. —J. A; T. 
TEMPLE. — VicrORIA-ROAD Sours. — Mr. 
ley spoke on Love and Life,’ and “Spiritualism and 
struction.’ 9th, Mrs. Spiller gave an address and 
igs.—J. McF. 
PARK.—CORNER OF SHREWSBURY AND STRONE-ROAD. 
n healing by Mr. G. F. Tilby. Evening, Mrs. Pod- 
‘on Spiritual Gifts’ and gave descriptions 10th, 
ler, address and descriptions. — A. L. N. 

— og HALL, Broapway.—Mr. Hawes gave 
nt both services. Morning, Mrs Hawes 
messages, and at night Mr. Rundle descriptions 
zentration on behalf of two well-known co-workers. 
louse, PLYMOUTH.—U NITY HALL, EDGCUMBE-STREET. 
by Mr. Clavis on The Way of Sin’; soloist, Miss 
them by the choir; descriptions by Mrs. Joachim- 

a successful sale of work and concert. —E. D. 
OUTHPORT. — HAw&sHEAD Har. — Mr. C. Smithies sub- 

“Will Modern Thought Solve Life's Problems?’ 10th, 

mas Worthington spoke on How to Live One Hundred 
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-MankET HALL.— Morning, address and descriptions 
. Evening, address by Mr. C. V. Tarr. 8th, 
addressed a large meeting at the Queen's Hall on 
17 Ga they Communicate with Us!’ and 


PHOTOGRAPHING THE 
INVISIBLE. 


Practical Studies in Spirit Photography, Spirit Portraiture 
and other Rare but Allied Phenomena. 
By JAMES COATES, Fan. D., F. A. S. 
With ninety Photographs. 

In this work the Author traces the history of Spirit Photography’ 
during the past forty years, and gives a lucid account of its remarkable 
progress in America and in the British Isles. 

Cloth, 400 pages, 5/4 post free. 
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Heysinger.—Spirit and Matter Before the Bar of Modern 
Science. By Isaac W. Heysinger, M. A., M.D. A great array of 
authorities are cited in this work, including, Herbert Spencer, Professor 
James, Max Muller, Romanes, Huxley, Locke, Haeckel, Lamarck, Sir 
W. Crookes. Tyndall, Herschel, Sir Isaac Newton, Tylor, Lyell, 
Kepler, Gladstone, Wallace, Tennyson, Darwin, Momerie, Hume 
Professor W. H. Thomson, M. Foster, Hartmann, Kidd, G. H. Lewes, 
Comte, Lord Kelvin, Jevons, Bir Oliver Lodge, and a great many 
other celebrities in Science, Literature, Philosophy, Religion, &c. 
Large demy svo, cloth.—Werner Laurie. 


Published at 15s. net. Now offered at 5s. 6d. post free. 


* This book, written at the end of a lifetime of scientific research, proves 
conclusively the existence of the spiritual world and that Spiritualism is 
the basie of all true religion. As evidence the author brings forward the 
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